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18 May 2018 
 
 
Dear  Jenny 
 
Subject: The Sempercare Nitrile Skin2 Gloves are not suitable.Therefore can you confirm 
that we will be able to continue to order the Medicare Glove that we currently use via 
NHSSC. 
 
The objective of the NCP exercise was to identify unwarranted national variation and to optimise 
the number of suppliers and products used across the NHS in the 6 Newton Nitrile Non-Sterile 
Examination Gloves product range.Due to the current market behaviour and price trends the 
decision was made to split the total volume, on a regional basis, into 3 lots to ensure supplier 
resilience and to stabilise pricing and to maximise savings. The following three suppliers were 
successful in this NCP exercise:  
 

 Medicare  

 Semperit  

 Supermax  
 
Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust have undergone a local range rationalisation 
programme and had standardised on the Medicare Sensitive Nitrex GN92 6n glove for use 
throughout the trust, including in a chemotherapy environment. The regional split means that they 
have been allocated the Sempacare Nitrile Skin2, and have expressed concern as to whether 
these gloves can be worn when working with all the Chemotherapy Drugs they use. 
 
Evidence 
 
The manufacturers of the glove currently being used by RUH and the glove available via the NCP 
project have provided their latest test data to enable an accurate comparison of the two gloves. 
Both as a standard 6n Nitrile Glove, against which the NCP products were procured, and against 
use in specific Chemotherapy drugs tests. 
 
 
 

Jenny Belcher 

Clinical Procurement Specialist 

Procurement Department 

Building E8 

Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust 

Combe Park 

Bath  

BA1 3NG 

 

Email: jennybelcher@nhs.net 

 
Date  
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The results are detailed below: 
 

  Medicare Nitrex GN92 Sempacare Nitrile Skin2 

AQL 1.5 1.5 

EN455 (1,2,3,4) pass pass 

PPE III III 

Force at Break >6 N >6 N 

ASTM -D 6978-05 pass pass 

 
Specific Drugs tested as part of ASTM  -D 6978-05 

Carmustine 15.3min (fail) 15min (fail) 

Thiotepa 45.8min (fail) <60min (fail) 

Etoposide >240min (pass) 132min (fail) 

Melphalan Not tested or not declared <10min (fail) 

  
Both the Medicare and Semperit gloves have been tested to ASTM-D 6978-05 in which 
breakthrough testing of individual drugs can be partly chosen by the company. As a result very few 
test profiles are identical. However, the differing profiles may still pass individual test standards. 
For clarity the glove material must resist drug breakthrough for at least 240 minutes to pass. 
 
The medical nitrile gloves manufactured are all manufactured to EN455, and all will provide splash 
protection against chemotherapy (cytotoxic / cytostatic) drugs. However, for more than splash 
protection suppliers recommend a more specialist glove.Most NHS Trusts regardless of the actual 
gloves used in chemotherapy areas educate staff to immediately remove gloves if there is any 
chemotherapy drug contact, wash and dry their hands and don a new pair, or specifically use a 
thicker nitrile or specialist glove in chemotherapy areas.   
 
In all circumstances with Chemotherapy drugs, spillages/splashes and either contacts onto gloves 
should be reacted to immediately by the staff member removing the glove, washing their hands 
and re-gloving to continue. Certainly most recommendations would be no longer than 10 minutes, 
despite the testing times being longer. 
 
Summary 
 
As can be seen from the table above neither of the 6N gloves have evidence that supports that 
the material in each respective glove resists drug breakthrough for at least 240 minutes across 
the specific drugs tested as part of ASTM-D 6978-05.Therefore CaPA cannot support the use of 
either glove with cytoxic drugs as the available evidence does not support this.  
   
To protect hands from substances/chemicals it is recommended that the glove used meets the 
European Standard EN374-3 and protects against the substances being handled and therefore 
CaPA would recommend the selection of a glove that meets this standard for use with cytotoxic 
drugs which are currently available in the NHS Supply Chain catalogue. There is also the option to 
adopt the Robinsons Chemotherapy 6N as this is designed for this application and meets the USA 
ATSM test which is much stricter than EN374 involving 11 chemicals as well as EN374. 
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The codes for this option have been confirmed as; 
 
FTE1842 to FTE1846 which supply chain have confirmed as being potentially a more cost 
effective alternative than 9N alternatives for the trust.  The costs are £4.23 band 1 and £3.72 for a 
box of 100.  The standard 6N nitrile glove comes in boxes of 200. 
 
If you have any further questions or I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to 
contact me via on the details below or via the CaPA mailbox at CAPA@dh.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Kind regards 
Jo  
 

 
Jo Gander 
Interim Director of Clinical and Product Evaluation 
Supply Chain Coordination Limited 
Management Function of the NHS Supply Chain 
 
Address: Skipton House, 80 London Road, SE1 6LH 

Email: jo.gander@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07721 231710 
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